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A Guide to Ukulele Chords is organized to cover the following four chord 
categories on the ukulele.	

1) Basic Open Position Chords - There are the first chords that most beginning ukulele players learn. 
There are typically memorized as shapes with no regard as to what the note are. A lot of simple folk, 
pop, rock and country songs can be played using these basic open position chords. A Guide to Ukulele 
Chords covers this basic cords in three common ukulele tunings: C, D, and G.

2) Basic Movable Form Chords. A movable chord is any chord that does not include an open string. 
These can be transposed up and and down the ukulele fingerboard to different keys by moving each 
note the chord the same number of frets. 

There are two ways to transpose theses chords: 1) memorize a transposition chart or 2) by knowing the 
location of the root of the chord and the notes of the fingerboard you can move the chord to a new 
position with the root now in a new key. 	

3) 4-Part Chords -  aka "Jazz" chords or advanced chords. There more advanced chord find there way 
into a wide variety of music. A Guide to Ukulele Chords contains an introduction to these chords. 

These 4-part "jazz" chords re where one needs to start to drop any dependence on memorized shapes 
beyond a core set of 4-part chords. You only need to memorize 4 voicings for each of the core chords 
and learn the principles behind chord building to create other 4-part chords. Learning what notes can 
be displaced, etc... There are just too many chords shapes beyond a basic set of chords to memorize. 
Learning how chords are built leads to being able to create ANY chords you will every need. 

Here is a link to an article on Building a Solid Chord Foundation: 

http://www.curtsheller.com/lessons/uke/buildingASolidChordFoundationUKE.shtml

Here is a link to a PDF from my Introduction to Jazz Chords workshop for ukulele that addresses learning 
there more advanced 4-part chords: 

http://www.curtsheller.com/lessons/uke/ukuleleJazzIntro.html

Then finally the fourth category of chords are Free Form Chords. These are chords that do not fit into 
category 1, 2 or 3 and at this point you know the notes of a chord and the notes of the fingerboard 
and can play where ever you want. All this would surely not fit into a chart. Chord categories 1, 2 and 
possibly 3 could fit into a chart of their own - but Free Form Chords wouldn't need a chart.
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Foreword

James Hill
Canada’s `Ukulele Virtuoso 

www.UkuleleJames.com

“There are too many chord shapes to memorize,” writes Curt Sheller in his new volume 
A Guide to Ukulele Chords. No doubt, memorization can be limiting if it isn’t grounded in 
understanding. So, how are chords made and how are they named? Over the course of the 
chapters ahead, Mr. Sheller draws on his wealth of musical experience, offering answers 
to these questions and more. Beginning with the most accessible chords and progressing to 
the more challenging ones, the lessons that follow are of value to both rookie and veteran 
players.

 A Guide to Ukulele Chords is well organized, informal yet informative and promotes 
understanding over memorization. “A chord dictionary,” as Mr. Sheller writes, “is not the 
answer.” A concise guide to understanding chord structure, however, just might be.
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Here is the Foreword to A 
Guide to Ukulele Chords by 
Ukulele Virtuoso James Hill 
“There are too many chord shapes to 
memorize,” writes Curt Sheller in his new 
volume A Guide to Ukulele Chords. No 
doubt, memorization can be limiting if 
it isn’t grounded in understanding. So, 
how are chords made and how are they 
named? Over the course of the chapters 
ahead, Mr. Sheller draws on his wealth 
of musical experience, offering answers 
to these questions and more. Beginning 
with the most accessible chords and 
progressing to the more challenging ones, 
the lessons that follow are of value to both 
rookie and veteran players.

A Guide to Ukulele Chords is well 
organized, informal yet informative 
and promotes understanding over 
memorization. “A chord dictionary,” as 
Mr. Sheller writes, “is not the answer.” A 
concise guide to understanding chord 
structure, however, just might be.

James Hill 
Canada’s `Ukulele Virtuoso 
www.UkuleleJames.com

What's Wrong with Chord Charts?
None of the chord charts I have seen online or even 
charts I have created, address the principles of how 
to build chords or even attempt to organize them 
beyond chord types or chords of a key. They are 
still a "memorize these" presentation. This works for a 
lot of people. Buy there just far too many chords to 
memorize the shapes.
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* All fingering are recommended but not mandatory.

“C” Tuning Open Position Chords
“C” Tuning (G C E A) or Low G “C” Tuning for Soprano, Concert and Tenor Ukuleles

Chords are listed in the order of 
easiest to finger, fewest fingers, 

to progressively harder and 
involving more fingers. These 
basic chords allow you to play 
common chord progressions in 

the popular Rock, Pop, Country 
and Folk keys.

   2 1 3  1 2  3

 E7
   O

 3 2 1

 Dm
    O

  1 3 2 

 G
 O  

 G7
 O  

   1  2  2 1 

 A
   O O

 Am
  O O O

 F
  O  O

    1*

 C7
 O O O 

 2  1 

 1 2 1 1 

 B7
   

 A7
O  O O

  3 2 1

 Em
O

     3

 C
 O O O

 1  2 3   2 3 4 1

 E

  2 3 4

 D
    O

 D7
  O 
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4-Part Movable 7th Chord Forms

  2 3 1 4

 3 b7 R 5 

  1 1 1 2

 5 R 3 b7 

  1 2 1 1

 b7 3 5 R 

  1 3 2 4

 R 5 b7 3 Here the chords are presented as 
GENERIC, movable chord forms.

By knowing the root  of the chord 
and using the transposition chart on 

page 38 you can move these chords to 
any key.

Generic • All Common Ukulele Tunings

  3 2 4 1

 R 3 b7 R 

  4 3 2 1

 R 3 5 b7 4-part movable Seventh chord 
forms. Some voicings contain 

duplicate intervals with the root or 
fifth of the chord being displaced 

and implied.

 Implied Root

  3 1 4 1

 5 b7 3 5 

  3 4 2 1

 b7 3 5 b7 

  3 4 2 1

 3 b7 R 3 

Additional 7th Movable Chord Forms

Relate chords 
back to their basic 

ukulele chords. 

 R 3 b7 R  R 3 5 R  3 b7 R 3  3 5 R 3  5 R 3 5 5 b7 3 5

Tips for Remembering Chords

Basic 

Uke Chord

Basic 

Uke Chord

Basic 

Uke Chord
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4-Part “Jazz” Chord Forms

3.  Lookup the intervals 1 3 5 and 7 for the key of D on page 35 (D F# A C#). Now flat 
the seventh as required for a 7th chord. This will make the C# a C. The notes of a D7 
chord are D F# A C.

Creating the 4 Basic Chord Types
Here is an example of three possible voicings for a major triad using strings ①, ② and ③.

 maj
x 3 5 1

 maj
x 5 1 3

 maj
x 1 3 5

Starting with the first major triad above, we can create a minor triad by lowering the 
third of the chord one fret. To create a diminished triad, lower the fifth of a minor triad 
one fret. To create an augmented triad, raise the fifth of a major triad one fret. 

 min
x 1 b3 5

 maj
x 1 3 5

 dim
x 1 b3 b5

 aug
x 1 3 #5

 maj
x 1 3 5
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  ROOT or letter name of the chord used for 
identification and transposition purposes.

maj

3 2 1 1

7

1 2 1 1

min

3 1 1 1

m6

1 2 2 2

m7

1 1 1 1

“A/Bb” Movable Form Chords

Ascending 
Keys
B
A#, Bb
A
G#, Ab
G
F#, Gb
F
E
D#, Eb
D
C#, Db
C

Descending 
Keys
C
B
Bb, A#
A
Ab, G#
G
Gb, F#
F
E
Eb, D#
D
Db, C#

How to Transpose a 
Chord

a) Pick a chord.

b) Find its root on 
either chart.

c) To transpose 
upward, use the 
top (ascending 
keys) chart.

 To transpose 
downward, 
use the bottom 
(descending keys) 
chart.

d)  Each new key is 
1 fret above or 
below the original 
key. 

e) Don’t forget 
to transpose 
each chord of a 
progression.

f) Remember that 
the chord type 
remains the same 
for each chord.  
Example: m7 stays 
m7, 7 stays 7, etc... 

See page 37 for more 
information and 
examples.

maj7†

4 3 2 1

 1* 3 5 R  1 b3 5 R b7 3 5 1

1 3 5 7  b7 b3  5  1  6 b3  5 1

*  These numbers indicate the scale intervals used to 
construct a chord of this type. These numbers are 
based on the major scale.

†  The root and seventh have been swapped to create 
a more pleasant sounding maj7 chord voicing.

Chords based on the “C” tuning open position A chord.
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4-Part Movable 7th Chord Forms

Here the four seventh chord voicings presented as Bb7 
on a standard tuned Soprano ukulele.

Try remembering the graphic picture or shape that a 
chord represents. 

With enough practice the fingers will develop muscle 
memory and the ear will take over when playing these 
chords.

More Tips for Remembering Chords

  2 3 1 4

Bb7
 3 b7 R 5 

  1 1 1 2

Bb7
 5 R 3 b7 

  1 2 1 1

Bb7
 b7 3 5 R 

  1 3 2 4

Bb7
 R 5 b7 3 

(1) (3) (6) (10) (1)

(3)

(6)

(10)

Chords are like the constellations in the night sky. Once 
you know what you are looking for and where to look 
they are easy to find and remember. Chords will move 
up and down the neck, changing names but keeping the 
same shape and relative position to other chords.
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Graphic Transposition Chart

Descending*

C

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 C

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 C#
9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 D

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 D#
7 6 5 4 3 2 1 E

6 5 4 3 2 1 F

5 4 3 2 1 F#
4 3 2 1 G

3 2 1 G#

2 1 A

1 A#

B

C

C

C# 1

D 1 2

D# 1 2 3

E 1 2 3 4

F 1 2 3 4 5

F# 1 2 3 4 5 6

G 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

G# 1 2 3 8 5 6 7 8

A 1 2 3 7 5 6 7 8 9

A# 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

B 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Ascending*

*  Ascending and descending are used as musical terms referring to note pitched sound relative to the current 
pitch, higher (ascending-up) or lower (descending-down).

Here is a graph of the number of frets to move for any transposition.

C
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 C

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 C#
9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 D
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 D#
7 6 5 4 3 2 1 E
6 5 4 3 2 1 F
5 4 3 2 1 F#
4 3 2 1 G
3 2 1 G#
2 1 A
1 A#
B

Ex
am

pl
e

Enharmonic Equivelents

 A# equals Bb

 G# equals Ab

 F# equals Gb

 D# equals Eb

 C# equals Db

A to D is 7 frets

Descending*

De
sc

en
di

ng

Ascending
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