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The Minor Pentatonic Scal

One octave Blues scale fingerings can be played in
positions. Seven of these are in basic position on a ¢
guitar. A basic position is a single 4 fret span, one fi
fret. Beyond these basic positions, there are alternai
extended fingerings available.

The Blues scale is the most commonly used lead sci
Rock and Blues. Blues influenced jazz players also |
this scale effectively. The Blues scale is also called tl
Minor Pentatonic scale.

The Blues scale consists of the following intervals
(based on a major scale). Root, b3, 4, 5, b7 and
octave. A common chromatic passing tone can be
played between the 4th and 5th of the scale.
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1

Finger 1, String & Basic

@ One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 1, string @

AAAAAA
> “ ® Root  Fret
F 1 -
\\\ F#/GP 2
T~ G 3
® \\ G#/AD 4
A 5
® A#/BP 6
B 7
C 8
C#/DP 9
D 10
D#/EP 11
E 12
F 13 ~—
Finger 1 4 1 1 3
T
A C 7
B s 8 > -
*
= . 3 ' =]
A C D G A
Root b3 4 b7 Octave

*Note: The guitar sounds one octave lower then written.
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Finger 2, String & Alternate 5

One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 2, string @ @
ey
AAAAAA
L 1
000
Q ® Root  Fret :
[~ Alternate
. F#/GP 2
G 3
C X ) \ G#/AP 4
A 5
® A#/BP 6
B 7
C 8
C#/DP 9 [
ame
D 10 scale
D#/EDP 11 one
E 12 octave
E 13 <—o. higher

* This fingering introduces a mobile stretch of the 4th finger.

*

1
Finger 2 | 4 i ¢ 3 ¢ 1 i 3

T : H M i
! |
A = - | |
N [ 7 J T | |
| ) = Q ~ T | |

J O

o -

A C D E G A

Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave
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3 Finger 3, String ® Alternate

@ One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 3, string @

: e :
hd AAAAAA
o9 “
® Root  Fret
Alternate . i#/A g
A#/Bb 6
B 7
C 8
C#/DP 9
@". / D 10
< / D#/EP 11
< E 12 [
ame
F b 13 scale
F#/G 14 one
G 15 octave
G#/AD 16 <— ngher

* This fingering introduces a contraction of the 4th finger.

*

1
Finger 3 | 1 4 ¢ 1 ¢ 4 i 1
T H H :
A ) C 2
) 2 [ < J
D - J J
J
& — ' =
[ Ba | | |
A C D E G A
Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave
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Finger 4, String & Basic 4

One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 4, string @ @
.......... —
AAAAAA 1
“ o2 1 J
® Root  Fret
° A
A#/BP 6
B 7
/ C 8
® / C#/DP 9
’ / D 10
N D#/EP 11
-1 E 12 [
ame
F 13 scale
F#/Gb 14 one
G 15 optave
GH#IAP 16 <— Moner
Finger 4 2 4 1 4 1
T : : : |
A z 2 1
N 2 [N 2 J |
B¢ i 2 z 1
= -
o
A C D E G A
Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave
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Finger 1, String ® Basic

® Root
A#/Bb
B
C
CY ) C#/DP
D
D#/ED
E
F
F#/GP
G#/AP
S — A
A#/BP
4 3 1
T
A 12 14 12
B—12 15
, (8
= . 1
C E G
b3 5 b7
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Finger 2, String ® Alternate

One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 2, string @

P ~

A A A A
@

A A
- “ ® Root

A#/Bb
B
C
C X ) C#/DP
D
® D#/EDP
E
F
F#/Gb
=N G
~ G#/Ab
\A
A#/BP

Fret
; Alternate
3
4
5
6
7
8
. S
ame

10 scale
11 one
12 octave

higher
13 =—

* This fingering introduces a mobile strecth of the 4th finger.

*

 —

Finger 2 | 4 1 3 i 1 3
T : H E
A 19 12 12 4 | |
D P 1Z 14 I
D 1z 1o 1

1 M m E
—— b I

C—
A C D E G A
Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave
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3 Finger 3, String ® Alternate

@ One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 3, string @

L :
T AAAAAA
i<l 2 3 &
: ® Root  Fret
o0 S
D#/EP 6
E 7
F 8
F#/GP 9
oL X | G 10
X G#IAD 11
o A 12
A#/Bb 13
B 14
C 15
C#/DP 16 <—

* This fingering introduces a contraction of the 4th finger.

1
Finger 3 | 1 4 ¢ 1 i 4 i 2
T : : : 1N
T A " 19
A 1N 19 J 1z
D " 10U 1z
D 1Z
1 | (E E
——4 > |
SN~ | |
| |
A C D E G A
Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave
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Finger 4, String &) Basic 4

One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 4, string @ @
............. —
AAAAAA e
‘ e
® Root  Fret
oo S
D#/EP 6
E 7
F 8
©0 @ F#/GP 9
\ G 10
\ G#IAP 11
A#/BD 13 Sarme
B 14 one
C 15 optave
C#/DP 16 ~— Morer
Finger 4 2 4 1 4 2
T : : : 10 [ |
T A 10 l
A 10 12 ° < {
B 12 |
1 | m E
T |
A C D E G A
Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave
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1

Finger 1, String @ Basic

@ One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 1, string @

AAAAAA

é.)‘ ® Root  Fret
D#/EP 1 ~—
® E 2
F 3
® F#/GP 4
G 5
el o G#/AP 6
\ A 7
T L —" A#BP 8
B 9
C 10
C#/DP 11
D 12
D#/Eb 13 <—
Finger 1 | 4 1 3 2 4
T = - 8 10
A7 10 . =
D
1 0 (E E
A C D E G A
Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave
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Finger 2, String @ Alternate 5

One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 2, string @ @
pcl
AKAAAAA It
(J) ‘ ‘e
@
/ ® Root Fret
DR T
F 3
® F#/GP 4
G 5
® G#/AP 6
A 7
| T A#BP 8
- pemp—— B 9 S
C 10 ame
scale
C#/DP 11 one
D 12 octave
D#/ED 13 < Nigher

* This fingering introduces a mobile stretch of the 4th finger.

*

 —
Finger 2 | 4 1 3 2 4
T Y 1M i
T - oy [e] 1U | |
A - ~ 1 9 |
D 7 10 |
B 1
1 M m E
—— b I
E—o
A C D E G A
Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave
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3 Finger 3, String @ Basic

@ One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 3, string @

- AAKAAA
il 000
® Root  Fret
o 2T
F#/G 4
G 5
O | G#/AP 6
J /A 7
[ ® A#/BP 8
B 9
\ C 10
C#/DP 11 [
ame
D 12 scale
D#/EP 13 one
E 14 octave
E 15 higher
Finger 3 1 3 1 4 1
T : — - 5
T = - 9 [e]
A 5 ) 1
B
, “ (8 I
A C D E G A
Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave
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Finger 4, String @ Alternate 4

One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 4, string @ @

AAAAAA

‘ ‘ ‘ ® Root  Fret “

E#/Gb j -~ | Alternate |
G 5

@0 G#/AD 6

/ A 7
A#/Bb 8

{ N B 9

\\ [T C 10
C#/DP 11 [
D 12 ame

scale

D#/EP 13 one
E 14 octave
E 15 higher

* This fingering introduces a contraction of the 1st finger.

*

1
Finger 4 | 1 3 ¢ 1 i 4 1
T : = : P 5 1
T = - o) [e] |
A 9 7 |
S —— |
B 1
. P

i

A C D E G A
Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave
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1

Finger 1, String 3 Basic

@ One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 1, string @

é')—\ ® Root  Fret
G#/AP 1 ~—
o0 A 5
A#/BP 3
B 4
C 5
PYY C#/DP 6
D 7
D#/EP 8
E 9
F 10
F#/GP 11
G 12
G#/Ab 13 <—
Finger 1 | 4 2 4 4
T 3 5 e S
A 2 o)
D
1 | (E E
A C D E G A
Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave
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Finger 2, String 3 Alternate 5

One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 2, string @ @
.............. —
AAAAAA "
(5 [ 1 L]
@) -
B ® Root  Fret
o0 % 1T
A#/BP 3
B 4
C 5
'Y Y C#/Db 6
D 7
D#/ED 8
E 9 §
ame
F 10 scale
F#/GP 11 one
G 12 optave
GH#IAP 13 <—1 Maher

* This fingering introduces a mobile stretch of the 4th finger.

*

— 1
Finger 2 | 4 2 4 2 4
T 2 = 3 5 [ |
! ~ | o \) I
A 2 o) 1
D 1
B 1
1 M m E
A C D E G A
Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave
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3

i

Finger 3, String @ Alte

rnate

@ One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 3, string @

Alternate

-~

N

AAAAAA
‘ ® Root  Fret
(. /ﬁ\/ A 2 -
A#/Bb 3
B 4
C X ) C 5
C#/DP 6
D 7
D#/ED 8
E 9
o0 E 10
F#/GP 12
G 12
G#/AP 13
A 14 <—

Finger 3 | 2 4 4 4
T 1 a = 3 5
T P 1 9 J
A Z
B
, " 8 I
A C D E G A
Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave

QuicksStart - Scale Fingerings for Lead Guitar

Same
scale
one
octave
higher




Finger 4, String @ Alternate 4

One octave A Blues scale starting on finger 4, string @ @

A AAA

A A

®

® Root

G#IAP

A
A#/Bb
B
C
C#/DP
D
D#/EP
E
F
F#/GP
G
G#/AP

Fret
; Alternate
3
4
5
6
7
8
- S

ame
10 scale
11 one
12 octave
13 higher

* This fingering introduces a slide to the 4th finger.

*

 —
Finger 4 | 4 2 4 2 4
T 2 = 3 5 [ |
! ~ | o \) I
A 2 o) 1
D 1
B 1
1 M m E
—— b I
E—o
A C D E G A
Root b3 4 5 b7 Octave
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One Octave Scale R

D Bluey Shages

Finger: 1,2 Finger: 3,4 Finger: 1,2 Finger: 3,4
String: ® String: ® Stringg ® Stringg ®

AAAAAA AAAAAA AAAAAA AAAAAA

©00 o0 ©00 °
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B One QOctave Scale

Blues Slapes _—-10)

Finger: 1,2 Finger: 3,4 Finger: 1,2,4 Finger: 3
String: @ String: @ string: @ string: ®
AAAAAA AAAAAA AAAAAA AAAAAA
©0 000 ® °
® ®0 ®
| @® 0
® @ @ ®0®
o0
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Two octave A Blues scale starting on finger 1, string ®

2 Octaye Scaley

Two octave scale fingerings are created by connecting one octave scale fingerings.
Here is an example of connecting the finger 1, string (§) basic fingering to finger 3,
string (@) basic fingering.

A@
A-@ 14
A-H® o
Finger A _. @
String A _‘ .
Al@® ®
Finger 1 4 ¢ 1 ¢ 3 1 - 3 1 3 . 1 1
T : : : : : : : : 5 8 5
A 5 7 5 !
B—5 8 S ! H
(8 |
= ——— E
& I': V.Y | | |
A C D E G A C D E G A

NOTE: These 2 octave fingers are movable up and down the neck.
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Two octave A Blues scale starting on finger 1, string ®

2 Octaye Scaley

Two octave scale fingerings are created by connecting one octave scale fingerings.
Here is an example of connecting the finger 1, string (§) basic fingering to finger 1,
string () alternate fingering using a slide on the 1st finger.

A ¢ "~
A 9 @
Ar@® © ®
AH® ®
A-@ @
A
SLIDE
. H H H H H H
Finger 1~ 4 : 1 3 {1 1 | 3 2 4 2 4
T : : : : : : = e 15 17
A — — 12 14 17 = = H
n 12 15 1z 4
D L LI
(e
(€ I L =
, " I i L = = = =
=
&

>
(@)
O
m
()
>
(@]
O
m
®
>

NOTE: These 2 octave fingers are movable up and down the neck.
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Blue, Scale Chord Clant

The Blues scale can be used over the following chords.

Scale Chords

Key

C|C Cm C7 F Fm F7 G Gm G7 Ab Abmaj7 Bb Eb
G |G Gm G7 C Cm C7 D Dm D7 Eb Ebma7 F Bb
D |/ D Dm D7 G Gm G7 A Am A7 Bb Bbmaj7 C F
A |A Am A7 D Dm D7 E Em E7 F Fmaj7 G C
E |E Em E7 A Am A7 B Bm B7 C Cmaj7 D G
B |B Bm B7 E Em E7 F Fm F7 G Gmaj7 A D
F*| F* F'm F*7 B Bm B7 C¥ C'm C#*7 D Dmaj7 E A
ct|c* Cc"m C*7 F* F'm F'7 G* G'm G*7 A Amaj7 B E
F |F Fm F7 Bb BbmBb7 C Cm C7 Db Dbmaj7 Eb Ab
Bb | Bb Bbm Bb7 Eb Ebm Eb7 Fm F7 Eb Ebmaj7 Ab Db
Eb | Eb Ebm Eb7 Ab Abm Ab7 Bb Bbm Bb7 Cb  Cbmaj7 Db Gb
Ab | Ab Abm Ab7 - Db Dbm Db7 Eb Ebm Eb7 Fb  Fbmaj7 Gb B
Db | Db Dbm Db7 Gb GbmGb7 Ab Abm Ab7 A Amaj7 B E
Gb | Gb Gbm Gb7 cCcb Cbm cb7 Db Dbm Db7 Dmaj7 E A
Cb | cb cbm cb7 Fb Fbm Fb7 Gb Gbm Gb7 G Gmaj7 A D
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Clord Progressions
?rzck ¢ Progression 1

A7 07 A7

o1 b | b ) b | b | b | b | b ) b | b ) b | b | b ) b ) b ) b | b |

g7 07 A7 07 A7 g7
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Clord Progressions
%zck 7 Progression 1

Au Ou Au

o1 b | b ) b | b J b | b | b ) b | b ) b | b | b )
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Chord PWWM
‘IC':rzck 8 Progression 3

Au -

[ W M y b | b | b | b | b | b | b | b | b | b | b | b | b | b | b |
ﬁ' \J
1
Au Owu G
— 5 b | b | b | b | L ] 5 b | b | L ] b ] L ] b | L ] L} b | =
5 | |
3 CDh

o ) fockg  Progression 4

A d
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